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Abstract: 
Fossil, archaeological, and genetic evidence are united in 

supporting a recent African origin of modern humans and 
dispersal out of Africa within the past 60,000-80,000 years. 
However, given that archaic humans (such as Neandertals) 
preceded the exodus of modern humans out of Africa by 
several hundred thousand years, the question then arises as 
to the nature of the interactions between modern and archaic 
humans.  In particular, did archaic humans contribute any 

genes to modern humans, or is all of our ancestry derived from the recent origin in Africa? This 
question proved remarkably difficult to answer, until genome sequences from archaic humans 
became available. These archaic genome sequences have provided a number of important 
insights into the history of our own species that I shall discuss, including such aspects as the 
migration history of modern humans, the genetic changes distinguishing modern and archaic 
humans, and genetic adaptations that enabled our ancestors to colonize more of this planet than 
any other species. 
 
Reference: An Introduction to Molecular Anthropology by Mark Stoneking 
https://www.amazon.com/Introduction-Molecular-Anthropology-Mark-Stoneking/dp/1118061624 
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