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Patent family (1)

Patent family& (3.

fHEIZIE,. AILBEEZE T IEROE DR (HE) ORFYEEKRLET,
LA, BEENELRIT—BTIEDEFICTT I, 1 DTHERILEBEENESENT
LVDHDET%Patent family[ZT 5D EZEDELZKY, TEEDIEFHDPatent
family S FELFT

(DEspacenet patent family
BEENTLIZ—HT EE0D (equivalents) . RIZFFRLEBEIEDHAEHE,

@Extended INPADOC Patent family

1D THRACBEEEET 26D, X2/ U EHEOBEELLLECHSY (HE
)

a4,

@ Thomson scientific WPI Patent family
BEEOHDHIEFTHEL BEENRH SN TUOEEDL IBEMSRECHEHAE
Patent familylZ& ¢,

Patent family (2)

Definition 1: The simple patent family

All documents having exactly the same priority or combination of prieorities belong to one
patent family.

In this case, document D1 is the only document in family P11, D2 and O35 belong to family P1-P2, D
belongs to family P2-P 3, and DS to Tamily P3.

Docurment D1 FPriority P11 FAMILY P 1
Ciocument 02 Priaority P11 FPriaritsy P2 FARILY P1-FP2
Cocument O3S Friority F1 FPriority P2 FakAlly P1-F2
Crocument D= Priarity P2 FPriority P 3 FakAllLy P2- P35
Docurment DS Priarity PS5 FARILY PS

If all the priorities of tbwo documents are the same, they are referred to as "equiwalents". This definition
is currentlhy used in Espacencet for listing the documents under "also published as" aon the bibliographic
clata wiew .

Definition 2:

All the documents having at least one common priority belong to the same patent family.

In this case, documents D1, O2 and O3 belong to family P11, documents D2, D3 and D9 to family P2,
and documents D= and DS to family PS.

FaApdAlL~ P FaAabdlLy P2 FaAakillLYy P3S
Crocurment O Priarity P11
Ciocument D2 Pricarity P11 Priarity P2
DCiocument O3S Pricarity P11 Priarity P2
Ciocurment D=l Priarity P2 Priority P3
Diocument DS Priority P3

The family (or list of documernts) according to this definition can be found on Espacenet by entering a
priority number in the appropriate field on the search form. The family is then displawyed in the results
list rhit listy.

Read more information on patent families in Espacenet.




Patent family (3)

Definition 3:

All the documents directly or indirectly linked via a priority document belong to one patent
family.

In this case, documents D1 to DS belong to the same patent family, P1.

FAMILY P1
Document D1 Friority F1
Document D2 Priarity P1 Priarity P2
Document D3 Priarity P1 Priarity P2
Document D4 Friority P2 Priority P3
Document DS Priority P3

Definition 3 is @ much broader definition of & patent family and can be described as an

"extended" (INPADOC) patent family. The "extended” (INFADOC) family takes the dormestic application
numbers as additional connecting elements and even includes documents hawing the same scope but
lacking a cormmon priority (e.q. if the country concerned has not ratified the Paris Corention, or if the
application was filed too late to claim the priority). This type of patent farmily is of special interest to
patent attorneys and patent departments in industry.

FEead more about patent families in the EPO's raw data resources (INPADOC].

REead about patent families in the Thomson Scientific Waorld Patents Index (WP

E 45535 4% %8 (IPC, International Patent Classification)
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[SEY G L-BRRNE#ETL -,

-ZD1= . BEREEFTIE. IPCOfIZ, IPCIZEDE, LY EINT-FIXOF4—
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FELT. BER-BEICTHWTEELEA., REDIPCIZ200051 A1BIZFHEZILIZIPCET
MRZELLTHR TL. 20065 DIPCESRRMN D, FR/AV AR AR)JLEATLANILD2IEFEDIPC
ft5&ELGYELT=,
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