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ABSTRACT

Home Ventilation Care in Pediatric Patients

Keiko Kobayashi, Yasuyuki Suzuki,
Hirokazu Sakai and Katsuyuki Miyasaka

Department of Amesthesia and ICU
National Children’s Hospital
3-35-31 Taishido Setagaya, Tokyo, Japan
Up until recently, ventilator-dependent children had to stay in the hospital, most likely for
their lives. Home ventilation care has made it possible for these children to have time with their
families at home and friends at school, we believe, is particularly important for their
psychosocial development.

We described 4 cases of home ventilation care ; two with respiratory disease and two with
neuromuscular disease. They ranged in age from 2 to 19 years, and the maximum duration of
home ventilation care was 7 years. We have found that the home ventilation care in pediatric
patients is feasible and beneficial, not only for the patients, but also for their families and the
hospital. A support system (physical, mental and economic) for ventilator-dependent children

and their families should be established to make home care even more successful.
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