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Causes of the Adult Respiratory Distress Syndrome

Overinfusion
Shock or trauma
Viral infection

Microembolism (including fat
embolism)

Oxidant gases
Aspiration and near drowning

Sepsis endotoxemia, other
toxic products from bacterial
infections

Intravascular coagulation
Cerebral injury

Toxemia of pregnancy

Drug overdose (especially opiates)
Paraquat
Radiation

Systemic lupus erythematosis

Leukoagglutins
Uremia

Burn lung

Prolonged cardiopulmonary bypass
Pancreatitis

Pulmonary oxygen toxicity
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(C.E. Cross and R Hyde, 1978)
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