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ABSTRACT
Pulmonary Circulation and Arachidonic Acid Cascades
Satoshi Kitamura and Jun Kobayashi
Department of Pulmonary Medicine, Jichi Medical School, Tochigi, Japan

The lung has large vascular beds, where not only gas exchange but also active metabolic
Recently many new facts have been clarified concerning the role of
Especially, prostaglandins,

functions are carried out.
arachidonic acid cascade metabolites in pulmonary circulations.
thromboxanes, leukotrienes, and platelet activating factor play important roles both in the
regulation of pulmonary circulation and in pathophysiology of many pulmonary diseases.
These substances act as local hormone which is inactivated in pulmonary circulation, or

circulating hormone which is not.

needed elucidate their true roles.

Many aspects of their characteristic functions have been

clarified, but many interactions of these substances are unknown.

Much more works will be
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