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[The Past and Future of the Imaging and Perimetry Society (IPS)]
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ABSTRACT:

The Imaging and Perimetry Society has been in existence since 1974. The first meeting was in Marseille, France and presentations were in five
languages. This proved to be difficult and confusing, and subsequent meetings adopted English as the official IPS language. The meeting has been
held every two years in different countries and cities. Sweden, France and Australia have hosted the meeting once, the United States and Japan
have hosted it 3 times each, and the United Kingdom, Spain (Canary Islands once), Germany, Italy and Canada have hosted it twice each.

Dr. Fritz Dannhaim is an IPS member who has attended all IPS meetings and only one member has hosted the meeting twice (Dr. Chris Johnson).
Initially, the IPS was referred to as the International Perimetric Society, but with the addition of imaging technology, the name has been changed to
the Imaging and Perimetry Society to better reflect the current content of the meeting.

This presentation will provide an overview of the evolution of the IPS during the nearly 40 years of its existence and the progress that has been
made with these ophthalmic diagnostic test procedures. Initially, visual field testing consisted of static, kinetic and suprathreshold perimetry being
conducted on the tangent screen, the Goldmann perimeter, the Tubinger perimeter, the Friedmann Analyzer and many different arc perimeters.
This was followed by the development and evaluation of static, kinetic and suprathreshold static automated perimetry, new perimetric test
procedures, new threshold estimation processes, development of normative databases, sophisticated analysis procedures, standardization of test
conditions, methods to identify progression and improvement, integration with imaging techniques (structure-function relationships, mechanisms
underlying pathophysiology) and many other innovations.

Additionally, the future direction of the IPS and the needs of the ophthalmic community will also be presented. Topics that appear to be under
development at the present time include: (1) the Open Perimetry Initiative (OPI), where interested users will provide examples for global databases,
submit algorithms for acquisition, analysis and interpretation of visual field information, exchange ideas, collaborate with each other, and provide
open access to all contributions, (2) development of enhanced methods to evaluate the macula and the far periphery, (3) generation of heuristic
automated kinetic perimetry procedures that emulate the skills and expertise of highly knowledgeable perimetrists, (4) development and
refinement of procedures for analysis and interpretation of test results, and (5) establishment of global networking for clinical and research
purposes. This appears is a promising time for enhancing the accuracy, efficiency, ease of use and overall competency of these diagnostic test
procedures.
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