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Infroduction and Organization

From the scholarly point of view, the history of ma-
ternal and child health, which is the previous name of
our department, has started recently. As far as Japan is
concerned, our department, which was established a
few decades ago, is the very first one. Maternal and
child health involves all activities conducting to main-
tain and promote psychological and physiological
health of mothers and children. The field of maternal
and child health covers (1) countermeasure for infec-
tious diseases, (2) maternal and child nutrition, (3) pre-
vention of diseases, and (4) protection of mothers and
children from environmental unhealthy factors.

Under the study of maternal and child health, medi-
cal care and welfare are also considered to compensate
diseases and abnormalities that cannot be prevented.
Maternal and child health services in communities are
the responsibilities of administration, however, optimal
policy making and technological development for ideal
services must fall within the scope of researches in the
study of maternal and child health.

Since 1998, the department changed to a new name,
Developmental Medical Sciences for the purpose of
expansion of research and teaching activities. Aging,
human and environment, and their related items are
newly added to our theme.

Teaching activities

1. Undergraduate course, Faculty of Medicine, School
of Health Science and Nursing (Lectures: all staff,
150 hr; Laboratory course: 50 hr)

1) Maternal and child health

2) Growth and development

3) Aging

4) School health

5) Molecular medicine for maternal and child health

6) Virology

7) Immunology

8) Diseases in maternity cases and in children

9) Human embryology

10) Special topics in maternity cases and children

11) Practicing how to care diseases in maternity
cases and in children

12) Sexual medicine and sexual education

2. Graduate course, Faculty of Medicine, School of

International Health Science (Lecture, 90 hr)

1) Child health
2) Maternal health
3) Growth and development

-10-



In addition to lectures and laboratory courses by our
own staff, special lectures are given by the experts both
inside and outside the University.

Research activities

(1) Community health services for mothers and chil-
dren

(2) Studies on molecular epidemiology of infection

(3) Studies on prenatal and perinatal behavior in rela-
tion to child health

(4) Effects of high-rise living on physical and mental
development of children.

(5) Biochemical study of post-translational modifica-
tion of glycoprotein hormones

(6) Calcium and bone metabolism in puberty, during
pregnancy and puerperium and in the post-meno-
pausal state

(7) Research on statistical evaluation, sex education
and health promotion in maternal and child health

(8) Immunological and molecular immunogenetical
approach to bacteria

(9) Brain and development

(10)Biochemical analysis of immobilization on calcium
and bone metabolism

(11)Gene expression of biologically active peptide in
the human placenta

(12)Antiviral agents and their mechanisms

(13)Development of new diagnosis

(14)HIV

(15)Research on Children’s Environments

(16)Mother to Child Transmission of Infection

(17)Fetal origins of adult disease
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