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Abstract : More than 80% of amputee patients are able to return to work. Younger amputees
were more likely to return to work. Poorly fitted artificial limbs and blue-collar worker status were
disadvantageous factors. Devices such as the myoelectric hand and work arm are important for
reinstatement of upper extremity amputees. Important factors for early return to work in stroke
patients were job category, Barthel index at the onset, employment status and modified Rankin
Score at discharge. Early return to work rate after discharge was 30 %. Factors related to the ear-
ly return to work for stroke patients with light disability were intellectual, memory, and attention
dysfunction. The return to work rate after 18 months for stroke patients was 51 %. Age, sex, uri-
nary tract infection, spontaneous urination, motor scores of American Spinal Injury Association on
admission, marital status and job category have all been associated with the return to work rate
for spinal cord injury patients. Their early return to work rate was 13%. (Jpn J Rehabil Med
2013 5 50 : 11-15)
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Current Status and Issues of Return to Work in Amputees and Patients with
Spinal Cord Injury and Stroke from the Viewpoint of Medical Rehabilitation*!
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Variables Reference Oddsratio 95% Confidence interval
Aphasia Yes vs No 0.43 0.17-1.06
Visuospatial neglect Yes vs No 0.30 0.08-1.10
Attention dysfunction Yes vs No 0.35 0.14-0.91
Memory dysfunction Yes vs No 0.35 0.14-0.89
Intelligence dysfunction  Yes vs No 0.32 0.12-0.89
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