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Dr. Yokoyama established the molecular basis of target cell 
recognition by natural killer (NK) cells,  which are important 
components of the body‘s immune system,  particularly in innate host 
defense against viruses and tumors. He was the first to discover a 
gene cluster encoding receptors responsible for inhibiting or 
activating NK cells,  and to show that these receptors specifically 
interact with ligands that are expressed on the target cells. Recently, 
his laboratory discovered new lineages of NK cells that preferentially 
reside in tissues. 

Title： Tissue-resident Natural Killer Cells 


