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A Comparative Study on the Bibliographic Data of Old Medical
Books written in China, Japan, Korea and Vietnam
MAYANAGI Makoto
(The College of Humanities, Ibaraki University, Mito, Japan)

Abstract My quantitative analysis and comparative study on the bibliographic data of old
medical books in the Chinese character cultural sphere demonstrate the following. China’s three
neighboring countries, Japan, Korea and Vietnam, selectively accepted Chinese medical books and
then promoted their own indigenized medicine. Meanwhile, the results illustrate a common
phenomenon in the three countries. They adopted a common model of the medical system
constructed by physicians in the southern China during the Ming dynasty. This indigenization
process establishing medical systems appropiate to their own countries has hitherto not been well

understood, and this paper seeks to clarify this process.
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