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Summary

A Study of the House Mouse (Rat) according
to Paintings of the Edo Period

SAKURAI Fujiro'

Today, mice and rats are known as vermin. We hate them because they eat
lots of cereals and cause many diseases. They are called Ienezumi including
House mouse (Mus musculus), Brown rat (Ruttus rattus) and Norway rat
(Rattus norvegicus), that live in the house or around the house. But they
were one of the most popular pet animals in the Edo period. First, I studied
mythology and folk tales about the relationship between Japanese people and
Ienezumi, and to researched three Ienezumi paintings of the Edo period. As a
result, I could identify their species and subjects of the paintings.
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