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Summary

Historical Changes of the Veterinary Licensing System and
the National Examination for the License in Japan
OHASHI Yoshimitsu'

As the initial system for the veterinary license in Japan, the Cabinet
Ordinance No.28 of 1885 was enforced and this ordinance was partially
amended in 1890.

The Veterinarians Law (Law No.53 of 1926) was enacted to raise the technical
level of veterinarians, and the license had been granted to the graduates of
the designated veterinary schools and successful candidates of the licensing
examination.

After World War II, the new Veterinary License Law (Law No.186 of 1949)
was promulgated and the new system for national licensing examination was
established. Since the third examination under this system in 1952, only the
graduates who finished 4-years” veterinary education had been qualified to
take the examination.

Furthermore in 1984, the amendments of the School Education Law and the
licensing system required that the term of veterinary education necessary to
take the national examination had been lengthened to six years, to meet the
development of science and technology concerned.
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