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is not evident on plain chest X-rays.
atelectasis on the gravity dependent side.
dependent side.
ments of the lungs.

that atelectatic area does not decrease.

ABSTRACT
CT Findings of Diffuse Atelectasis Developed in the Gravity Dependent
Iungs of a Mechanically Ventilated Patients

Masato KURIHARA, Yoshihito UJIKE, Yasuo SHICHINOHE, Hisashi NAKATA
Shuji YamamoTo, Nobuyuki UrRA, Masamitsu KANEKO and Akiyoshi NAMIKI

Department of Critical Care Medicine, Anesthesiology*,
Sapporo Medical College, South 1 West 16, Chuo-ku, Sapporo, 060 Japan

Critically ill patients on mechanical ventilation often have severe respiratory failure which
We examined the CT findings of patients with diffuse
There are diffuse high density areas on the gravity
Air-bronchogram is seen in that portion.
We compared pulmonary vascularity and bronchial distribution of the
atelectatic area with those of the same area after improvement, and found that the volume of
CT scanning was thus found to be useful in distinguish-
ing this type of atelectasis from pleural effusion and segmental atelectasis.
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