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Sharing patients'dental & medical records to establish a liaison

among various medical professionals
Nakayasu Kazuyuki
Graduate School of Health Sciences, Hokkaido University

In clinical institutions, clinical information accumulates through daily medical care. Recent remarkable progress of
information technology enables us to share these data safely and efficiently. There is an increasing momentum to cooperate
medical information locally in several regions, and in some regions, improvement of efficiency and quality of medical
provision have already been achieved. The phrase “local medical cooperation” seems to get well known in both name and in
its meaning.

The improvement of security technology and IT literacy of the participants have made it safe to share patients' clinical
information online among various kinds of medical professionals or institutions.Nevertheless, as there still are some people
who concern about their privacy, patients' understanding and confidence is necessary.

On the other hand, in the field of dentistry, it has been reported that oral hygiene and healthcare affect general health
condition, and dentists' records have made a large contribution toward the identification of corpses after the Great East Japan
Earthquake. Unfortunately, these aspects are not enough recognized by general public and they tend to regard dental clinics
just as the place to receive dental treatment.

The actual circumstances that the dentistry can contribute not only treating teeth but also the improvement of healthcare
environment by cooperating with medical professionals, and the practical use of dentists' records to the public also should be
appealed. For these purposes, informatization strategies such as considering how the inter-professional cooperation should
be, or promoting various standardizations with other clinical fields without decreasing the availability of information are
essential. And also, to use the dental records for identification in case of large-scale disasters, discussion to build the
infrastructure that enables to refer ante mortem treatment records without being affected by the disaster should be started.

In April 2012, perioperative management of oral cavity functions has been reimbursed under insurance coverage, and it
encouraged the cooperation between dentistry and medicine. However, the deeper understanding on the concrete
cooperation methods is required. The author expects that this article gives opportunity to discuss how the cooperation should
be.
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