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Since 1995, our research groups "Research Group for Dental Hospital Informatics" and "Standardization of Health
Information in Dental Field" have discussed about hospital information system at dental hospitals (DHIS) and various
standardizations in dental field. Along with the discussions, many university dental hospitals introduced DHIS, however,
establishment of DHIS still involves some difficulties based on rules of dental clinical record and dental insurance system in
Japan. Recently, national universities underwent various administrative reorganizations and, under this framework, our
medical and dental hospitals merged to form "Niigata University Medical and Dental Hospital" in late 2003. In such an
environment, our design of DHIS has been switched to fit a new viewpoint: how to share and how to use medical and dental
information in our unified hospital. The unification has brought about advantage of scale, however, our DHIS can not
completely merge with the medical hospital information system because of the differences in clinical record rules and
insurance systems.

In this planned session, by introducing the example of Niigata University, we want to discuss about the establishment of
DHIS in the near future, standardization of dental information based on EHR and insurance claim, as well as common
infrastructure in the medical-dental field.
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