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Dating back to the year 2004, which
was the year that I moved from Chiang Mai,
Thailand to Tokyo, Japan with a plan to
continue my study toward Ph.D. degree. 1
came to Prof. Ushijima’ s lab at the
University of Tokyo as a research student
and doing research entitled “molecular
epidemiology of diarrheal viruses” . Haft
a year later, I entered the doctor course
at the

Department of Developmental

Medical Sciences, the University of
Tokyo and continued my research study
under supervision of Prof. Ushijima.
During the study program in Japan, I had
a good opportunity to carry out many
interesting research works and
contributed a number of findings in the
field of molecular epidemiology of
diarrheal viruses. Prof. Ushijima had
also given me tremendous chances to
participate in the national and
international conferences that was
really helpful to gain my knowledge and
open my vision of the virology field.
During my stay in Japan, I had learned
that “doing research experiments are
always fun and exciting” . I enjoyed my
study in Japan very much. The more I had
done the experiments, the most I realized
that many more research questions need to
be answered or clarified. Therefore,
after obtaining my Ph.D. I decided to
continue my research study as a
postdoctoral fellow in Prof. Ushijima’
s lab and my research theme was a bit

changed from molecular epidemiological

study to the production of virus—like

particles (VLPs) of norovirus and
sapovirus for the purpose of developing
the viral diagnostic test kits and
vaccine development. This project was
going well, we successfully produced
VLPs of several genotypes of noroviruses
and sapoviruses. Although my

postdoctoral training in Japan was
completed, but I do hope that the output
from my research data will contribute
some advantages for our society and
people (if any).

Beside my research study in Japan,
I had also learned other interesting
things such as Japanese language,
culture, and Japanese life-style from my

friends and colleagues. My favorite

i

hobbies are “ taking photos’ and

enjoying “hot spring” . In Japan, there
are so many beautiful and attractive
places from the North through the South
and from the East through the West. I love
traveling whenever I have free time and
because the moment won’ t come back again.
So, I always keep the wonderful moment
during my trips by taking photos

Time flies so quickly, it was a
total of 6 years for my stay in Japan. 1
gained several valuable experiences and
unforgettable memories. Now, I have
returned to my hometown, Chiang Mai, and
started working as a lecturer at the
Faculty of Medicine, Chiang Mai
University. There is almost six months

for my academic career in Chiang Mai. My



major work is giving lectures on virology
for undergraduate and graduate students.
In addition, I also work as co—advisor
for graduate students who conduct the
research study on diarrheal viruses in my
Department of Microbiology. Besides
giving lectures, I am also carry out my

research work in the same field that I had

done in Japan and continue the
collaborative research with Prof.
Ushijima. It 1is true that “ doing

research experiments are always fun and
exciting, no matter where I am” . I
believe that “Life is a journey” , there
is still be a long way and big challenge
for me on this research field. T will do

my best and keep walking on the tract as

a virologist.
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