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Experience at Yale University, USA
PHAN Gia Tung

Japan is my second homeland. Staying and

studying 5 years in Japan is a great period for me
and my family, having many teachers and friends I
love and many unforgettable memories I always
remember. Under the supervision of Professor
Hiroshi Ushijima, I first came to know about
virology research, especially enteric viruses and the
research inspired my great interests and curiosity.

After getting PhD in 2008, I went to Yale University
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for postdoctoral training in virology. Yale University
is one of the top universities in the United States.
Founded in 1701 in the Colony of Connecticut, it is
the third-oldest university of higher education and
research in the United States and a member of the
Ivy League. Yale University is built in the whole
city of New Haven, Connecticut. Yale University
produced many distinguished alumni, including

U.S. Presidents,

Pulitzer Prize winners.

many Nobel laureates, and
As a scientist, a balance between research and
family life is important. My work at lab usually
starts at 9 am and finished at 5 pm. I and my family
really enjoy work and life in New Haven,
Connecticut. To be honest, time here has run away
very fast. I can not believe that I have been stayed
in the United States nearly 2 years. My current
research is on the pathogenesis of hepatitis C virus.
Similar to norovirus, HCV is a positive-strand RNA
virus and its infection is a major global health
problem, being the second most common chronic
viral infection in the world with a global prevalence
of about 3% (about 170 million people). An
estimated 4.1 million Americans are currently
infected with the virus. Hepatitis C is a contagious
viral disease that leads to serious, permanent liver
damage, frequently progressing to cirrhosis and
hepatocellular carcinoma, and in many cases, death.
Hepatitis C is the most serious type of hepatitis -
it's now one of the most common reasons for liver
transplants in adults. Every year, thousands of
people in the United States die from the virus. The
medications currently used to treat hepatitis C are
remain inadequate and no vaccine is available.
Combined with my prior extensive experience in
PCR and genetic analysis, I am using mammalian

cell culture, virus culture, and genetic



manipulation techniques to perform a basic
research and bring a greater understanding of the
HCV life cycle and how viral proteins contribute to
viral entry, replication, and assembly. These studies
will therefore contribute to developing potentially
novel antiviral targets and vaccine development

strategies for HCV.
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