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Background Objectives

B Widening educational disparities in Japan make it imperative to verify the system and B To verify the medical school entrance examinations, we
acceptance criteria for medical school entrance examinations, because most medical

| investigated high school guidance counselors’ perceptions
students will become doctors.

of the issue.

B Other countries have attempted to rectify these disparities using criteria additional to high
school academic achievement. Such approaches must be effectively adopted in Japan.

Methods
B Design: Cross-sectional mail survey Table 1. Survey items Figure 1. Map of Japan | 47 prefectures and 8 regions
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Results: Response were obtained from 1,094 guidance counselors (response rate: 62.7%)

Result 1 Result 3
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Figure 7. o The rates of give up go on to medical school due to economically reason statistically differed
mAgree  Disagree 670 (64%) responded affirmatively among the eight defined regions: (x*(7, N=1,076)=78.52, p<0.0001)
Discussion
1. The results suggest that many high school guidance counselors medical school for financial reasons. The fact there are more private
school students in Japan influence students’ decisions to enter oublic and national schools in Hokkaido, which had a lower
medical schools. The majority of them also reported that wealthy, oroportion, may influence this.
urban students had a clear advantage. Many high school guidance » 60% of respondents agreed that it was easier for students from
counselors reported that wealthy, urban students had a clear urban areas to get into medical school. This may be related to the
advantage. fact that urban areas have more schools from which many graduates
 The survey also revealed a significant number of students who gave go on to medical school and more preparatory schools that offer
up on medical school for financial reasons. medical school entrance exam coaching.
* Through reports in weekly magazines, it is somewhat well-known in . . . . .
5N rep y mag ’ 2. The influence of educational disparities should be more effectively

Japan that there is a rather limited number of high schools that
produce large numbers of graduates who enter medical school, even
among schools with otherwise high rates of students” university
entry. Additionally, because tuition for private medical schools is
higher than for other schools, and medical programs are a lengthy 6
years even at public and national schools, it is reasonable to conclude
it is difficult for students from less well-off families to get into
medical school. However, in our search we found almost no data that
showed this situation in detail.

* |n our survey, 70% of respondents agreed it is difficult for such

students to get into medical school, making it clear the family’s * Japan’s contracting population makes it all the more necessary to
financial situation affects a student’s chances of entry. reconsider this system so that as few students as possible give up on

applying to medical school and give up considering a career as a
doctor for reasons other than their own abilities.

clarified.

* QObviously, for them to be valid, medical school entrance
examinations must confirm whether a student possesses suitable
academic ability. However, there is a possibility that, rather than
assessing necessary abilities for advancement to medical school,
universities are administering overly specialized aptitude tests in
order to rank students. The validity of this sort of selection method is
actually rather low, if it relates to specialized exam coaching that only
students from certain backgrounds can receive.

 We saw a statistically significant regional difference in the proportion
of teachers who confirmed the presence of students who gave up on
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